
RESOLUTION NO 2012 95

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROHNERT PARK

APPROVING DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR COMMERCIAL MIXED USE AND

MULTI FAMILY BUILDINGS IN ROHNERT PARK

WHEREAS the City of Rohnert Park contracted with the architectural firm of Vargas
Greenan Architecture Civic Design to prepare Design guidelines for new development and

remodeling ofexisting development throughout the City and

WHEREAS the Design Guidelines for Commercial Mixed Use and Multi Family
Buildings were considered by the Planning Commission at its meeting of June 14 2012 and

WHEREAS The Design Guidelines are categorically exempt rom the requirements of
the California Environmental Quality Act CEQA Class I Section 1530 I Existing Facilities
because the Design Guidelines will only apply to specific project sites under new construction or

remodeling ofexisting structures At the time approval for a new building or remodeling ofan

existing building is considered an environmental determination will be made on a case by case

basis and

WHEREAS At its meeting of June 14 2012 the Planning Commission made a

recommendation to the City Council that it approve the Design Guidelines for Commercial

Mixed Use and Multi Family Buildings and

WHEREAS on August 14 2012 the City Council held a public meeting at which time
interested persons had an opportunity to testify either in support or opposition to the proposal
and

WHEREAS the City Council has reviewed and considered the information contained in

Planning Application No PL2012 017 the Design Guidelines for Commercial Mixed Use and

Multi Family Buildings

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council ofthe City ofRohnert

Park makes the following findings determinations and recommendations with respect to the

Design Guidelines for Commercial Mixed Use and Multi Family Buildings

Section 1 The above recitations are true and correct

Section 3 Findings Regarding Design Guidelines for Commercial Mixed Use and
Multi Family Buildings The City Council hereby makes the following findings concerning the

Design Guidelines for Commercial Mixed Use and Multi Family Buildings pursuant to policies
in the General Plan 2020 and Zoning Ordinance

1 Provide safe convenient and comfortable pedestrian connections within
commercial centers and between commercial centers and acijacent sites and
residential neighborhoods



2 Safeguard and enhance the appearance of the City to reflect and maintain the

aesthetics values important to its residents as they relate to such factors as

setbacks quality design and enhanced landscaping

3 Landscape plans shall demonstrate a recognizable pattern or theme for the

overall development by choice and location ofmaterials

4 Ensure that signage is clearly stated appropriately scaled and in harmony with
the character and appearance ofthe building or use that is being identified

5 Develop a coherent set ofstandards for buildings such that building facades and

entrances define the streetscape andpromote street activity

6 Ensure thatprimary entrances ofbuildings face the street

7 Recommend that parking is provided in the interior of the block screened by the

building or landscaping

8 Recommend awnings andcanopies forpedestrian comfort

9 Ensure that the location of buildings and orientation of entrances within

commercial centers allowfor easypedestrian access

Criteria Satisfied The Design Guidelines state that all buildings should be sited
to contribute to an active street wall and vibrant pedestrian environment All

buildings should have active facades with windows and entries facing the street

10 Minimize the visual dominance of garages by maintaining appropriate
development standards in the City s zoning and subdivision regulations and or

design guidelines

Criteria Satisfied The Design Guidelines state that garage doors should be
located and be designed to minimize their visual prominence from public streets

Garage doors should not be a prominent element on facades

Section 4 A public meeting on the proposed Design Guidelines for Commercial
Mixed Use and Multi Family buildings washeld on August 14 2012

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City Council does

hereby adopt the Findings stated hereinabove and approve of the Design Guidelines for
Commercial Mixed Use and Multi Family Buildings as provided for in Exhibit A in its

entirety

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized and
directed to execute documents pertaining to same for and on behalfofthe City ofRohnert Park

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED this 14th day ofAugust 2012
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4 The City encourages the use of alternative energy sources to reduce the overall

carbon footprint in new and remodeled commercial multi family and mixed use

structures

1 The use of solar panels is encouraged in roof top locations to maximize

sunlight exposure

2 The use of solar panels may be integrated into parking lot carport
structures to provide both shading for vehicles and energy production

3 Roof mounted solar equipment shall be exempted from full screening
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