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City of Rohnert Park
Planning Commission Report

DATE: January 25, 2018

ITEM No: 9.3

SUBJECT: PLSI17-0019 Sign Program for Bear Republic Brewing Company
LOCATION: 5000 Roberts Lake Road

REQUEST: Required Sign Program Approval

APPLICANT: Mike Rathbun, Superior Electrical Advertising, Inc.

Subject

A Sign Program for Bear Republic Brewing Company.

Background

The Conditional Use Permit and Site Plan and Architectural Review approval required a Sign
Program for all signs related to development. Once adopted a Sign Program is kept at the City
and all signs within the project site must be in conformance. Bear Republic Brewing Company
has submitted a Sign Program for the brewery.

Applicant’s Proposal

Bear Republic Brewing Company proposes three (3) signs; one on the building tower, one on the
silo, and a monument sign. to be located at the intersection of Roberts Lake Road and the private
driveway aisle. The signs will consist of individual letters with company logos and graphics. The
building tower sign will measure approximately 8.75 feet by 20 feet. The sign will include two
sets of red, yellow, and green stripes, yellow letters with red trim and a graphic of company’s
bear logo in the middle. The sign will be interior illuminated with LED lighting. The silo sign
will measure approximately 6.5 feet by 7 feet. The sign will include the company’s ‘Racer 5’
logo with red lettering with black outline. The sign will be interior illuminated with LED
lighting. The monument sign will measure approximately 8 feet by 8 feet. The sign will include
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two sets of red, yellow, and green stripes, yellow letters with red trim and a graphic of
company’s bear logo in the middle. The sign will be interior illuminated with LED lighting.

Staff Analysis

The Sign Program is to assure that signage on the buildings is in conformance with the
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance in particular the provisions regulating the design,
illumination, location, materials, number size and type of signs. The proposed wall signs are
modest compared to the size of the structures on which they will be placed. They are consistent
with the wall signs on the building plans approved by the Planning Commission in 2016. The
monument sign is an attractively designed structure that would provide directions on where to
turn into the private driveway to access the brewery.

Environmental Determination

The proposed Sign program is categorically exempt from the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Article 19 Categorically Exemptions Section 15311
Accessory Structures Class II (a) On-Premises signs. No further action is required pertaining to
environmental review.

Findings
Findings for the Program are included in the attached resolution.

Public Notification
Public notification is not required for a Sign Program

Staff Recommendation

Based on the analysis of this report and the attached resolution, Staff recommends that the
Planning Commission, buy motion, adopt Resolution No. 2018-07 approving a Sign Program for
Bear Republic Brewing Company, subject to the Conditions of Approval.
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Attachments:
Resolution No. 2018-07
Exhibit A: Bear Republic, Sign Submittal Package

APPROVALS:
Brett Bollinger, Planning Consultant Date
Jeffrey Beiswenger, Planning Manager Date
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PLANNING COMMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 2018-07

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF ROHNERT PARK, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING A SIGN PROGRAM FOR
BEAR REPUBLIC BREWING COMPANY AT 5000 ROBERTS LAKE ROAD
(APN 160-010-031)
(Mike Rathbun, Superior Electrical Advertising for Bear Republic Brewing Company)

WHEREAS, the applicant, Mike Rathbun, filed Planning Application No. PLSI17-0019
for a Master Sign Program for the property located at 5000 Roberts Lake Road (APN 160-010-
031), in accordance with the City of Rohnert Park Municipal Code;

WHEREAS, Planning Application No. PLSI17-0019 was processed in the time and
manner prescribed by State and local law;

WHEREAS, on January 25, 2018, the Planning Commission reviewed Planning
Application No. PLSI17-0019 at which time interested persons had an opportunity to testify
either in support of or opposition to the project; and,

WHEREAS, at the January 25, 2018, Planning Commission meeting, upon considering
all testimony and arguments, if any, of all persons desiring to be heard, the Planning Commission
considered all the facts relating to Planning Application No. PLSI17-0019;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
ROHNERT PARK DOES RESOLVE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That the above recitations are true and correct.

Section 2. Factors considered. The Planning Commission, in approving Planning
Application No. PLSI17-0019 makes the following factors, to wit:

A. That the proposed location of the use is in accordance with the objectives of the zoning
ordinance and the purposes of the district in which the sign is located.

Criteria Satisfied. The subject property is located on a property that is over two (2) acres
in size, which requires a Master Sign Program prior to the installation of any signs per the
City’s Zoning Ordinance. The Use of the property was approved by the Planning
Commission and the Sign Program reflects the signs that were included on the approved
plans for the Bear Republic Brewing Company.

B. That the proposed location of the sign and the conditions under which the sign would be
operated and maintained will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, or
materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

Criteria Satisfied. The proposed wall signs and monument sign are very modest is size
compared to the size of the structures they will be placed on. The materials and colors
used in the monument sign reflect the materials included in the brewery building and



structures. The signs will clearly direct customers to the uses on the site and will
adequately identify the business on the property.

Section 4. Environmental Clearance. The project is categorically exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Article 19, Section 15311 accessory
structures on-premises signs.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission does hereby
approve Planning Application No. PLSI17-0019 subject to the following conditions:

1.

The Sign Program approval shall expire one year from the Planning Commission
approval date, unless prior to the expiration a building permit is issued and
construction is commenced and diligently pursued toward completion and the use is
initiated, or an extension is requested and approved.

The facility shall comply with any and all applicable provisions of the Rohnert Park
Municipal Code and any state or federal agency requirements.

Prior to the installation of any signs, the applicant shall submit and receive approval
of a Sign Review application.

The signs shall conform to Exhibit A.

Prior to installation of signs for the building on the Redwood Drive frontage of the
property, an amendment to the Sign program shall be submitted with sign details on
the proposed signs for that building and use.

_ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said action shall not be deemed final until the

appeal period has expired and that the appeal period shall be ten (10) working days from the date
of said action. No building permits shall be issued until the appeal period has expired, providing
there are no appeals.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED on this 25th day of January, 2018 by the City
of Rohnert Park Planning Commission by the following vote:

AYES: NOES: ABSENT: ABSTAIN:

ADAMS BLANQUIE BORBA GIUDICE HAYDON

Attest:

Chairperson, Rohnert Park Planning Commission

Susan Azevedo, Recording Secretary
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This is an original unpublished drawing created
by Superior Electrical Advertising, Inc. Itis
submitted for your approval. It is not to be shown
to anyone outside of your organization, nor is it
to be reproduced, copied or exhibited in any
fashion. The changing of colors, sizes, materials
or illumination method does not alter the design.
Ownership of this design is held by Superior
Electrical Advertising, Inc. Authorization to use
this design in any fashion must be obtained in
writing from Superior Electrical Advertising, Inc.
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